Europaisch.es Patentamt 
European Patent Office 
Office europeen des brevets 



© Publication m 



0 176 209 

A2 



® 



EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 



©Application number: 85305745.3 
@ Date of filing: 13.08.85 



© int. ci.": A 47 B 96/00 
A 47 B 46/00 



@ Priority: 17.08.84 US 641884 



@ Date of publication of application: 
02.04.86 Bulletin 86/14 

© Designated Contracting States: 
DE FH GB IT 



©Applicant: HA WORTH, INC. 

One Haworth Center 1400 Highway M-40 



@ Inventor: 

2471 Valerie Drive 
Zealand Michigan(US) 

© Inventor: Gartland, Paul S. 
2465 Cherry Street 
Twin Lake Michigan(US) 

© Representative: Jackson, David Spence et al, 
REDDIE & GROSE 16. Theobalds Road 
London. WC1X8PLIGB) 



@ Slidable work surface. 

© A work surface (11) is mounted on a pair of brackets (22) 
which are releasably mounted on and project outwardly in 
cantilevered relationship from respective and uprights (16) of 
a wall panel (13). In each end rail (36) of the work surface (11! 
a latching lever (62) is pivoted at 63 and biased down by a 
spring (67) to latch with the respective bracket (22). The lever 
(12) prevents the work surface (11) moving away from the 
panel (13) and from being lifted upwards and has one end 
(79) accessible beneath the rear edge (38) of the work surface 
(11) to be manually moved upwardly to release the work 
surface (11) from the bracket (22). whereupon the work 
surface (11) can be slidably displaced outwardly away from 
the panel (13). When the work surface (11) is manually 
slidably moved forwardly toward the panel (13), the lever 
(62) automatically re-engages its respective bracket. Each 
lever (62) has a catch part (711 that engages the edge of a 
hole (74) in part of the respective bracket (22). To release the 
catch part 171), the work surface (11) is moved slightly 
towards the panel (13) before the end (79) is pressed 



Q. 
U 



Croydon Printing Company Ltd 



0176209 



-l- 

SLIDABLE WORK SURFACE 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 
This invention relates to a work surface assembly, 
such as a work surface supported on a wall or space 
divider panel, and in particular to an improved mounting 
arrangement which permits the work surface to be 
slidably displaced relative to its mounting to facili- 
tate passage of power and communication cables around 
the front edge thereof. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Wall structures formed from a plurality of pre- 
fabricated interconnected panels are used extensively in 
commercial and industrial buildings for dividing 
interior regions into smaller working spaces. Numerous 
components are provided for attachment to these wall 
panels to totally equip the working space for its 
intended utilization. These components include table or 
desk tops (commonly referred to as work surfaces) . The 
work surface is typically positioned closely adjacent 
the panel on a pair of spaced brackets which removably 
attach to and project outwardly from the panel adjacent 
the opposite ends thereof. When so positioned, the work 
•^Surface is disposed with its front edge disposed closely 
Adjacent the outer surface of the wall panel but spaced 
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therefrom by a small distance which permits power or 
communication cables to pass therebetween. 

With the increased demand for various types of 
powered and communication equipment, and specifically 
the demand for mobility of such equipment, the supplying 
of power and communication cables to equipment mounted 
on the work surface has become increasingly difficult. 
Known structures of this type have generally required 
that the work surface be removed from the brackets in 

10 order to pass a plug, such as a power plug, downwardly 
past the front edge of the work surface due to the 
insufficient clearance space between the work surface 
and the panel. This hence requires a disassembly of the 
work surface from the brackets, and then a remounting of 

the work surface on the brackets, each time it is 

desired to either add or remove powered equipment. 

Accordingly, it is an object of this invention to 
provide an improved work surface arrangement which 
overcomes the aforementioned disadvantages. More 

20 specifically, this invention relates to an improved 

mounting arrangement for a work surface which provides a 
clearance space between the front edge of the work 
surface and the surface of the panel to permit power and 
communication cables to pass therethrough, while at the 
same time maintaining this space at an absolute minimum 
to prevent other objects on the work surface from 
inadvertently falling therethrough. This improved 
mounting arrangement, however, can be manually released 
to permit the work surface to be slidably displaced 

30 relative to its supporting brackets through a small 

distance away from the wall panel, whereby the clearance 
space is sufficiently enlarged to permit larger objects 
such as a power cord plug to freely pass therethrough, 
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following which the work surface can be manually 
Blidably returned and latched into its original posi- 
tion. This hence facilitates the addition or removal of 
power equipment on the work surface without requiring 
that the work surface be disassembled or demounted from 
its supporting brackets. 

In the improved work surface mounting arrangement 
of this invention, the work surface is mounted on a pair 
of spaced brackets which are releasably mounted on and 

10 project outwardly in cantilevered relationship from the 
panel adjacent the opposite ends thereof, this being a 
conventional mounting arrangement. The work surface, in 
each of the end rails thereof, mounts a manually- 
actuated latching lever which is biased down into 
latching engagement with the respective supporting 
bracket. The latching lever prevents the work surface 
from moving away from the panel and from being lifted 
upwardly adjacent its rear edge. The latching lever has 
the end thereof accessible from beneath the rear edge of 

20 the work surface so as to be manually moved upwardly to 
release the work surface from the bracket, whereupon the 
work surface can then be slidably displaced outwardly 
away from the panel through a limited extent. When the 
work surface is manually slidably moved forwardly back 
toward the panel, the latching lever automatically 
re-engages its respective bracket. 

Other objects and purposes of the invention will be 
apparent to persons familiar with structures of this 
general type upon reading the following specification 

30 and inspecting the accompanying drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
Figure 1 is a side elevational view illustrating 
the attachment of a work surface member, such as a desk 
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top, to a wall or space divider panel. 

Figure 2 is an enlarged, fragmentary elevational 
view taken partially in cross section and illustrating 
the attachment of a work surface member to a slotted 
upright as associated with a space divider panel. 

Figures 3 and 4 are enlarged, fragmentary sectional 
views of portions of the structure shown in Figure 2. 

Figure 5 is a fragmentary sectional view taken 
substantially along the line V-V in Figure 4. 

Figure 6 is an enlarged, fragmentary sectional view 
taken substantially along line VI-VI in Figure 2. 

Figure 7 is a fragmentary bottom view of the work 
surface as removed from its supporting brackets. 

Certain terminology will be used in the following 
description for convenience in reference only and will 
not be limiting. For example, the words "upwardly", 
"downwardly", "rightwardly" and "leftwardly" will refer 
to directions in the drawings to which reference is 
made. The word "front" will have reference to the outer 
edge of the work surface member as disposed adjacent the 
wall panel, which edge is on the left side of Figures 1 
and 2, and the word "rear" will refer to the opposite 
edge which is positioned closely adjacent a person 
seated adjacent the work surface, which edge is right- 
wardly in Figures 1 and 2. The words "inner" and 
"outer" will refer to directions toward and away from, 
respectively, the geometric center of the structure and 
designated parts thereof. Said terminology will include 
the words specifically mentioned, derivatives thereof, 
and words of similar import. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 
Figure 1 illustrates a work surface assembly 10 
wherein a shelflike structure (hereinafter work surface 
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member) 11, such as a desk or table top, is positioned 
on a pair of spaced support structures 12, which in turn 
are connected to a conventional upright wall panel or 
partition 13 adjacent the opposite ends thereof. A 
small clearance space or slot 14 is normally maintained 
between the front edge of the member 11 and the adjacent 
surface of the panel 13. This basic assembly 10, as 
illustrated by Figure 1, is conventional. 

The panel 13 is normally provided with uprights or 
posts adjacent the opposite ends thereof, one such 
upright 16 being illustrated in Figure 2. This upright 
16 conventionally has a side vertical wall 17 provided 
with a vertically extending row of spaced slots 18 
formed therein, which slots extend through the wall and 
are vertically elongated, the slots being generally 
uniformly spaced apart. The slotted wall 17 is, in the 
illustrated embodiment, spaced rearwardly a substantial 
distance from the front wall 19 of the upright, such 
that the upright is provided with an elongated groove or 
channel 21 extending vertically thereof for providing 
access to the slots 18. 

The pair of support structures 12 (only one shown 
in the drawings) are positioned under the opposite ends 
of the work surface member 11 and are identical except 
for being mirror images of one another so as to be 
attachable to the right and left ends of the wall panel 
13. This support structure 12 includes a substantially 
L-shaped support or bracket 22 disposed within a 
channel-shaped cover 25, which bracket includes hori- 
zontal and vertical legs 23 and 24, respectively. The 
bracket 22 is formed substantially by upper and lower 
members 26 and 27 (Figure 6), respectively, which are 
fixedly joined together and provide the bracket with a 
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channel-shaped configuration which opens sidewardly. 
This structure provides the bracket with top and bottom 
walls 28 and 29, respectively, joined together by an 
outer substantially vertical sidewall 31. The top wall 
28 also has a flange 32 which projects downwardly from 
the inner edge thereof so that the upper part of the 
bracket hence effectively has a downwardly opening 
channel-shaped configuration. 

The front end of the bracket 22 has a vertical 
platelike part 33 (Figure 2) which is integral with the 
lower member 27 and projects into the groove 21 formed 
in the upright 16. This platelike part 33 has a 
plurality of hooks 34 projecting outwardly therefrom, 
which hooks 34 are L-shaped and are vertically spaced 
apart so as to pass through the slots 18 to hence create 
a locking engagement with the vertical sidewall 17 in a 
conventional manner. A rounded T-shaped top hook 35 
also projects outwardly from plate 33 and is adapted to 
project through one of the slots 18. The structure of 
the hooks 34 and 35, and their cooperation with the 
slots 18, is conventional and is described in greater 
detail in U.S. Patent No. 4 198 913. 

Considering now the general structure of the work 
surface member 11, same includes a pair of substantially 
parallel end rails 36 rigidly joined together by front 
and rear edge rails 37 and 38, respectively. These 
rails have a hollow cross section which resembles a 
tubular configuration, and an appropriate edge cap 39 is 
attached to the outer surface of each rail. A plurality 
of intermediate support rails 41 (Figure 7) also extend 
between and are rigidly joined to the end rails 36. The 
rails hence form a frame structure which is used for 
supporting a substantially planar sheetlike top member 
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42 (Figure 5) , the latter having an upper surface 43 
which defines a working surface. 

Each of the end rails 36 mounts thereon a mounting 
arm 46, the latter being secured to the underside of the 
rail 36 by a pair of screws 47. This mounting arm 46 is 
of a generally channel-shaped cross section which is 
mounted adjacent the front end of the end rail 36 and is 
elongated in the lengthwise direction thereof. Mounting 
arm 46 is adapted to project downwardly through an 
elongated slot 48 which is formed in the top wall of the 
underlying bracket 22 so that the support arm 46 is 
hence positionable within the bracket. The mounting arm 
46 has an elongated part 49 which protrudes forwardly 
from one end thereof and is positionable directly below 
a stop flange 51 which is fixedly associated with the 
sidewall of the bracket 22. 

A wave spring 52 is positioned so as to resiliently 
bear against the free end of the protruding part 49. 
This wave spring has a vertical plate 53 at its other 
end which bears against the front wall 19 of the 
upright, whereby the wave spring hence exerts a rearward 
(rightward) biasing force against the mounting arm 46 
and hence against the work surface member 11. The 
vertical plate 53 of the wave spring in turn terminates 
in a top plate 54 which projects inwardly into the upper 
portion of the bracket 22 and creates a snug or press 
fit therewith. 

Bracket 22 also mounts thereon a locking lever 56, 
the latter being elongated substantially along the 
horizontal leg of the bracket and being hingedly sup- 
ported on the bracket by a hinge 57 which is disposed 
intermediate the length of the lever. Locking lever 56 
has a finger 58 which projects outwardly from the 
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forward free end thereof and is adapted to project 
through one of the slots 18. The rearward free end of 
the lever has an actuator plate 59 formed integrally 
thereon and projecting substantially horizontally 
therefrom at a location directly below the mounting arm 
46. When the bracket 22 is securely seated on the 
upright 16 and has the work surface member 11 mounted 
thereon as illustrated in Figure 2, the mounting arm 46 
is disposed directly above the actuator plate 59 so that 

10 the locking lever 56 is prevented from swinging in a 

counterclockwise direction about the hinge 57. At the 
same time the finger 58 projects through one of the 
slots 18 and is disposed directly adjacent the upper end 
of the slot to prevent the finger from swinging or 
moving upwardly. Hence, this positively prevents the 
bracket 22 from moving upwardly and becoming disengaged 
from the upright 16 so long as the work surface member 
11 is mounted on the bracket. 

To permit limited slidable displacement of the work 

20 surface member 11 relative to the brackets 22 so as to 
increase the width of the clearance space 14, there is 
provided a releasable latch means 55 which cooperates 
between the work surface member 11 and the brackets 22. 
This latch means 55 includes a latching lever 61 which 
is formed from a horizontally elongated piece of thin 
vertical plate 62. One of these levers 61 is positioned 
interiorly of each end rail 36. The lever 61 is, 
adjacent its forward end, pivotally mounted relative to 
the end rail 36 by a horizontal hinge 63, the latter 

30 being disposed approximately midway between the front 

and rear edges of the work surface member. The lever 61 
projects rearwardly from the hinge 63 to a location 
disposed closely adjacent the rear edge 64 of the work 
surface member. The lever 61 has a horizontal support 
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plate 66 fixedly, here integrally, mounted thereon at a 
location spaced rearwardly from the hinge 63, which 
support plate in turn has a cantilevered spring plate 67 
integral therewith and projecting rearwardly therefrom 
and disposed for pressing engagement with the underside 
of the top wall 68 of the end rail 36. This spring 
plate 67, and its engagement with the rail top wall 68, 
continuously urges the latching lever 61 downwardly 
toward the bottom wall 69 of the end rail for maintain- 
ing a latched relationship between the work surface 
member 11 and the underlying bracket 22. 

To create the latched relationship, the latching 
lever 61 has a latching part 71 which projects down- 
wardly therefrom at a location spaced a substantial 
distance from the hinge 63. This latching part 71 is 
substantially L-shaped and creates a rearwardly directed 
notch or slot 72. This latching part 71 projects 
downwardly through a slot 73 formed in the rail bottom 
wall 69, and thence through a further slot 74 formed in 
the top wall of the bracket 22. This slot 74 has a 
length which slightly exceeds the length of the latching 
part 71 so that the latter can pass through the slot 74, 
following which the wave spring 52 urges the work 
surface member 11 rearwardly (rightwardly) so that the 
top wall of the bracket, adjacent the rear end of slot 
74, projects into the notch 72. This hence vertically 
locks the work surface member 11 to the bracket 22 and 
prevents undesired upward lifting of the work surface 
member in the vicinity of the rear edge thereof. 

The latching lever 61 projects rearwardly beyond 
the latching part 71 and the free end thereof is 
vertically slidably guided within a vertical guide slot 
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76 formed in a sleevelike grommet 77, the latter being 
fixedly positioned within the rearward end of the end 
rail 36 in the vicinity of the rear edge 64. This 
grommet 77 opens downwardly through a finger hole 78 
formed in the rail bottom wall 69. The latching lever 
61 has a substantially horizontal actuator plate 79 
fixedly, here integrally, connected thereto adjacent the 
free end thereof, which actuator plate 79 is disposed 
within the grommet 77 and hence is accessible through 

10 the finger hole 78. 

To maintain proper aligned relationship of the work 
surface member 11 with respect to the brackets 22, there 
is provided a pin-and-slot arrangement coacting between 
each end rail 36 and its respective bracket 22. This is 
— provided, in the preferred embodiment, by a small 

substantially cylindrical pin 81 which is fixed to the 
work surface member and projects downwardly from the 
rail bottom wall 69, and an elongated slot 82 which is 
formed in and extends longitudinally along the top wall 

20 of the bracket 22. This slot 82 has a width so as to 

closely but slidably confine the pin 81. The pin 81 and 
slot 82 are positioned closely adjacent but slightly 
forwardly from the latching part 71. The latching 
engagement and the pin-and-slot guiding structure are 
both disposed closely adjacent the free end of the 
horizontal leg of the bracket 22, and are thus disposed 
in close proximity to the rear or outer free edge of the 
work surface member. The pin 81 and slot 82 can 
obviously be reversed so as to be associated with the 

30 bracket and work surface member, respectively, if 
desired. 

OPERATION 

While the assembly and operation of the work 
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surface assembly is believed apparent from the above 
description, nevertheless same will be briefly described 
to ensure a complete understanding thereof. 

The support brackets 22 are initially mounted on 
the uprights 16 and are disposed so that the brackets 
are in their lowermost seated position, as illustrated 
by Figure 2. The work surface member 11 is then posi- 
tioned over the brackets 22 so that the mounting arms 46 
can be moved downwardly through the elongated slots 48 
formed in the top walls of the brackets. The work 
surface member 11 extends at a slight upward angle as it 
projects rearwardly since the mounting arms 46 project 
into the brackets, whereas the latching parts 71 still 
project downwardly beyond the lower surface of the end 
rails. However, if the weight of the work surface 
member 11 is permitted to rest on the brackets, then the 
weight of the work surface member itself will cause the 
projecting parts 71 and hence the levers 61 to pivot 
upwardly against the urging of the spring plates 67. 
The work surface member 11 is then manually pushed 
forwardly along the brackets toward the panel 13 so that 
the protruding part 49 slides under the stop 51 and 
moves into engagement with the wave spring 52. The work 
surface is manually moved forwardly a greater extent 
toward the panel 13 until the front edge of the work 
surface is disposed substantially as illustrated by the 
dotted line in Figure 2. When in this latter position, 
the latching part 71 is aligned with the slot 74 in the 
bracket, and hence the spring plate 67 swings the 
latching lever 61 downwardly so that the latching part 
71 passes through the slot 74 in the bracket. There- 
after the work surface member is manually released, and 
the wave spring 52 slidably moves the work surface 
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member 11 rearwardly along the brackets into the solid- 
line position illustrated in Figure 2. In this position 
the top wall of the bracket, at the rearward end of the 
slot 74, projects into the notch 72 of the latching part 
71, thereby preventing further rearward movement of the 
work surface member and at the same time latching the 
work surface member against vertical displacement in the 
vicinity of the rear edge thereof. This latching 
relationship at the rearward edge, coupled with the 
disposition of the protruding part 49 under the stop 
flange 51 at the front edge of the work surface, hence 
prevents any inadvertent lifting or tilting of the work 
surface, such as due to a vertical force applied either 
downwardly or upwardly adjacent the rear edge thereof. 
When the member 11 is in this operative or use position, 
the clearance space 14 between the panel and the front 
edge of the work surface is normally in the order of 
about one-half inch, which space is sufficient to 
accommodate passage therethrough of power and communica- 
tion cords, but is insufficient to permit plugs or 
connectors to pass therethrough. 

Accordingly, to permit a connector or plug to be 
passed through the space 14, the latching means 60 is 
released so as to slidably move the work surface member 
11 outwardly into a service position so as to increase 
the width of the space 14, and hence permit a plug or 
connector to be readily passed through the temporarily 
enlarged space. To accomplish this function, the work 
surface member 11 is manually gripped adjacent the 
opposite rear corners thereof and pushed forwardly 
(leftwardly) a small distance (such as about 1/4 inch) 
against the urging of spring 52 to move the bracket top 
wall out of the latching notch 72. A finger is inserted 
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upwardly through the hole 78 associated with each end 
rail 36, and the actuator plate 79 associated with each 
end rail is pushed upwardly so as to simultaneously 
swing the two latching levers 61 upwardly (counter- 
clockwise) against the urging of spring plates 67 , 
thereby moving the latching parts 71 upwardly out of the 
slots 74. The work surface member 11 is then manually 
slidably moved rearwardly (rightwardly) by pulling on 
same, which movement is also at least initially assisted 
by the urging of the wave spring 52. The work surface 
member 11 can be moved rearwardly (rightwardly) through 
a distance of about 1 1/4 inches, thereby substantially 
increasing the width of the space 14 adjacent the front 
edge of the work surface. After the work surface member 
has been initially slidably displaced rearwardly along 
the brackets, the latching levers 61 can be manually 
released since the latching parts thereof will engage 
and slidably move along the upper surface of the rail 
top wall 28. During this rearward slidable displacement 
of the work surface member, the guide pins 81 thereon 
slidably move along the guide slots 82 in the brackets 
and hence maintain a proper aligned relationship of the 
work surface member with respect to the brackets. When 
in this rearward or extended position, the protruding 
part 49 of the mounting arm 46 is still slidably 
disposed under the stop flange 51 so as to prevent any 
inadvertent tipping of the work surface member due to an 
external downward force being imposed thereon. 

After the plugs or connectors have been passed 
through the enlarged space 14, the work surface member 
11 is then manually pushed forwardly (leftwardly) until 
reaching the forward dotted line position, in which 
position the latching parts 71 are aligned with the 
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slots 74 whereby the spring plates 67 swing the levers 
61 downwardly so that the latching parts pass through 
the slots 74. The manual forward pushing force is then 
relieved and the wave spring 52 again pushes the work 
surface member 11 slightly rearwardly (rightwardly) into 
the latched position illustrated by solid lines in 
Figure 2. 

Although a particular preferred embodiment of the 
invention has been disclosed in detail for illustrative 
purposes, it will be recognized that variations or 
modifications of the disclosed apparatus, including the 
rearrangement of parts, lie within the scope of the 
present invention. 
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CLAIMS 



1. In combination, an upright wall structure (13) defining a pair 
of horizontally spaced uprights (16) each having a wall (17) with a 
vertically extending row of elongated slots (18) therein, a bracket 
structure (22) adapted for releasable securement to each said 
upright (16), said bracket structure (22) including forwardly and 
downwardly projecting hook means (34) positioned for engagement with 
the slotted wall (17) of the respective upright (16), and a 
shelflike structure (1) positioned on and releasably attached to 
said bracket structures (22) in a normal use position whereby the 
shelflike structure (11) has a front edge (37) positioned closely 
adjacent said wall structure (13), said shelflike structure (11) 
projecting substantially horizontally outwardly from said wall 
structure (13) in cantilevered relationship thereto, the shelflike 
structure (11) also having a rear edge (38) which extends 
substantially parallel to said front edge (37) and is remotely 
located from said wall structure (13), the improvement comprising 
manually releasable latch means (61) coacting between said shelf like 
structure (11) and said bracket structures (22) for (a) maintaining 
said shelf like structure (11) in said use position when latched and 
(b) permitting said shelflike structure (11) to be horizontally 
slidably moved relative to said bracket structures (22) rearwardly 
away from said wall structure (13) through a selected extent into a 
service position when unlatched, said latching means (61) including 
a manually releasable latching member (62) movably supported on one 
of said shelflike and bracket structures and being normally biased 
toward a condition of latching engagement with the other of said 
shelflike and bracket structures, said latching member (62) having a 
part (79) thereof which is manually accessible from a location 
disposed in the vicinity of said rear edge (38), and means (86, 82) 
for slidably guiding the movement of said shelflike structure on 
said bracket structures (22) as the shelf like structure (11) moves 
between said use and service positions. 

2. A combination according to claim 1, wherein said latching 
member (62) comprises a horizontally elongated latching lever 
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pivotally mounted on said shelflike structure (11) adjacent each end 
edge (36) thereof and disposed for latching engagement with the 
respectively adjacent bracket structure (22), said latching lever 
(62) being hingedly mounted adjacent its forward end on Baid 
shelflike structure (11), said latching lever (62) having adjacent 
its rearward end a finger-engaging part (79) which is disposed in 
the vicinity of the rear edge (38) of said shelf like structure (11) 
bo as to be manually releasable. 

3. A combination according to claim 2, wherein said shelf like 
structure (11) includes an end rail (36) extending along each end 
edge thereof between said front and rear edges (37, 38), said end 
rail (36) having a substantially hollow channellike cross section, a 
said latching lever (62) being positioned within and extending along 
each said end rail (36), said latching lever (62) having a 
downwardly projecting latching part (71) protruding downwardly 
therefrom, and slot means (74) formed in and opening downwardly of 
said bracket structure (22) for receiving therein said latching part 
(71) when said shelflike structure (11) is in said use position, and 
spring means (67) normally biasing said latching lever (62) in a 
direction causing said latching part (71) to project into said slot 
means (74). 

4. A combination according to claim 3, including a sleevelike 
guide grommet (77) fixed within said end rail (36) adjacent the rear 
edge (38) of said shelflike structure (11), said sleevelike guide 
grommet (77) being aligned with an access opening (78) formed in the 
underside of said end rail (36), said grommet (77) having a vertical 
guide slot (76) formed therein, said latching lever (62) adjacent 
the rear free end thereof having a part thereof vertically slidably 
guided within said guide slot (76), and said finger-engaging part 
(79) of said latching lever (62), being positioned within said 
sleevelike guide grommet (77). 

5. A combination according to claim 4, wherein the latching part 
(71) includes means (72) for engagement with said bracket structure 
(22) when in a latching position for preventing movement of said 
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shelf like structure (11) both upwardly and rearwardly relative to 
said bracket structure (22). 

6. A combination according to claim 3, including a mounting arm 
(46) fixed to and projecting downwardly from said shelf like 
structure (11) in the vicinity of a front corner thereof, said 
bracket structure (22) having opening means (28) therein for 
permitting said mounting arm (46) to project downwardly therein for 
engagement within said bracket structure (22), said mounting arm 
(46) having a part (49) which protrudes forwardly toward said wall 
structure (13), 6aid bracket structure (22) having a stop member 
(51) which is positionable directly over said protruding part (49) 
when said shelf like structure (11) is in said use and service 
positions for preventing upward displacement of the front edge (37) 
of the shelf like structure (11) relative to said bracket structure 
(22), and compression spring means (52) mounted on said bracket 
structure (22) and compressively coacting between said upright (16) 
and said mounting arm (46) for urging said shelflike structure (11), 
when in said use position, rearwardly away from said wall structure 
(13) for urging said latching part (71) into latching engagement 
with said bracket structure (22). 

7. A combination according to claim 6, including pin-and-slot 
guide means (81, 82) coacting between each said end rail (36) and 
its respective said bracket structure (22) for guiding the slidable 
displacement of said shelf like structure (11) relative to said 
bracket structure (22) between said use and service positions, said 
pin-and-slot means (81, 82) being disposed in the vicinity of said 
latching part (71). 

8. A table structure including a shelflike table top member (11) 
and a pair of sidewardly spaced support member (12) disposed under 
said table top member (11) in sidewardly spaced relationship for 
supportingly engaging said table top member (11), said table top 
member (11) having front and rear edges (37, 38) which extend 
substantially perpendicularly with respect to the longitudinal 
direction of said support members (12), the improvement comprising: 
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mounting means (46) coactlng between said table top member (11) and 
said support members (12) in the vicinity of said front edge (37) 
for vertically securing said table top member with respect to said 
support member (12) while permitting slidable displacement of said 
table top member (11) relative to said support members (12) in a 
direction which is substantially parallel with the longitudinal 
direction of said support members (11); slidable guiding means (81, 
82) coacting between said table top member (11) and said support 
members (12) adjacent the rearward edge (38) for permitting the 
table top member (11) to be slidably displaced relative to said 
support members (12) along said direction; and manually releasable 
latch means (61) coacting between said table top member (11) and 
each said support member (12) in the vicinity of said rear edge 
(38) for preventing slidable displacement of the table top member 

(11) when in a latched position and for permitting slidable - 
displacement of the table top member (11) relative to the support 
members (12) along said direction when in an unlatched position, 
said latch means (61) including a pair of latch members (62) 
movably mounted on said table top member (11) and accessible from 
the underside of said table top member (11) in the vicinity of said 
rear edge (28), one of said latch members (62) being disposed 
adjacent each side edge (36) of the table top member (11) for 
latching engagement with a respective one of said support member 

(12) . 
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